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[57] ABSTRACT 

A label mounting apparatus includes a molding member 
which is mounted on a support, such as a shelf. The 
apparatus also includes an elongated carrier for labels 
corresponding to items on the support. To permit the 
carrier to be mounted on the molding member at a 
desired angle, detents are provided on the carrier and 
on the molding member or the corner of the support. 

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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be read in one direction. This drawback is particularly 

LABEL MOUNTING APPARATUS serious if thc , abe , mounting apparatuscs are t0 be uscd 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED ^jf k if 0ne „ w f ' °, f shelves is 
APPLICATION 5 ertlcal DUt at another location such label mounting 

4 - - - ■ 4 apparatuses are to be used, for example, in a given angu- 

This application claims the priority of Application \ at position 
Serial Number G 8904664, filed on Apr. 13th, 1989 in 

the Federal Republic of Germany, the subject matter of SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

which is incorporated herein by reference. . . - , 

10 The object of the present invention is to provide a 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION label mounting apparatus which, due to its configura- 
The present invention relates to an apparatus for ! ion ' can be used in different angular positions. Accord- 
mounting exchangeable information carriers such as ing to the invention, the carrier for the labels is mounted 
labels on a support. The label mounting apparatus of the on an intermediate member or molding member that is 
invention is of the general type that includes a carrier 15 equipped with at least one detent which communicates 
for the labels and fastening means for fixing the carrier with a corresponding at least one detent associated with 
to the edge region of a support such as a shelf, con- the carrier, so that the carrier can be fixed at defined 
tamer, or the like. The carrier has a receiving pocket angular positions 

L° fl Tl^Tv en " rCar I*? ' tranS P a y ent fr( f 20 The molding member according to the invention 

wall, with this receiving pocket accommodating the 20 ui ♦ j L 

labels. The rear wall and the front wall are hinged to- makeS " P ° SSlbIe t0 . U * e ° ne and lh u e same carner at 

gether at their bases and the upper edge of the rear wall ™" OUS locat,ons > Wlth carrier being oriented at 

passes over the free edge of the front wall in a covering dlfferent an g^s. Due to this flexibility in use, a separate 

manner. carrier is not required for each angular position. 

Such a mounting apparatus is disclosed in U.S. Pat. 25 Advantageously, the carrier has a U-shaped profile 
No. 4,295,288. In this prior art apparatus, the fastening and is provided on the exterior of the free U legs with 
means is composed, for example, of a latch strip which groove-shaped detent recesses. Detent tabs are pro- 
can be inserted into a latch groove at the edge regions of vided at the free ends of webs projecting from the rear 
the shelves, containers, or the like. Connected in one wall of the carrier, and these detent tabs can be selec- 
piece with the fastening means is a covering strip for 30 tivdy engage( i j n t h e detent recesses of the molding 
covering the edge regions of the shelves containers, or member so as t0 position thc carrier at a desired ]e< 

the like as well as the rear wall and the front wall, w™^w«r ™Jm:„ ^ . „ _ , , ~ . & , 

which together form the receiving pocket for the labels! However ; the moldm S me ™ ber ™V also bc a C-shaped 

The rear wall and the front wall are hinged together at g * f ° U ° UteF c,rcumference ' w,th 

the base, for example by way of a film hinge, and the 35 the detent recesses be,n S Provided in the outer surface 

upper edge of the rear wall grips over the free edge of of the c - sha P ed member. 

the front wall in a covering manner. The front wall can ^he space required by the molding member, between 

be released from this retention by a slight pressure, thus tne support on which it is mounted and the rear wall of 

causing the receiving pocket to open for the insertion of the carrier, is advisably covered by a flexible sealing 

a label. Thereafter, slight pressure against the rear wall 40 strip made in one piece with the upper edge of the rear 

closes the receiving pocket again, with the upper edge wall. This cover is configured in such a way that the 

of the rear wall snapping over the free edge of the front Space is covered by the sealing strip in all settable angu- 

wall and keeping it closed. . lar positions of the carrier. 

Also known in the art is the mounting apparatus In anothef embodiment of the labe] mounting appara . 
disclosed in European Patent 0,203,209. This mounting 45 tlltf t „ t t_ • , . # . r u a u- 
apparatus is composed of a fastening strip and a cover tUS a * COrd,ng 10 h * ™ nUon > a " L * sha * ed mold,n * 
ing strip which follows in one piece at the lower edge of m / m 15 c0 ™ ected to r the u PP er ed S e of lhe rea ' wall 
the fastening strip and lies against the fastening strip. In of the carner b ? wa * of a continuous flexible strip. The 
order to insert a label or the like, this covering strip can short arm of thc L-shaped molding member passes 
be elastically moved away from the fastening strip. A 50 under the lower ed 8 e of the support while the long arm 
cover is shaped to the upper edge of the fastening strip of the L is mounted on the support. The detents serving 
so as to project beyond the upper edge of the covering to define the angular positions of the carrier are pro- 
strip and serve as an arresting edge. In contrast thereto, vided on the lower free arm of the molding member and 
the upper edge of the covering strip is configured as a on a detent arm extending from the rear wall of the 
shaped-on latch strip which forms a snap connection 55 carrier, 
with the arresting edge of the fastening strip in that it 

engage underneath the arresting edge. The mounting BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

apparatus is made of one piece of polymer material, FIGS u t0 lc are perspective views showing a label 

nm!^ <n Carrier in various an * U,ar P 0sitionS in one embodiment 

proper viewing and reading of the label. In contrast 60 n c.u~\^ i * r .if 

thereto, the fastening strip may be made of an opaque of the label mounting of the present invention, 

plastic and its rear face is available as a fastening surface FIG ' ld ls a P ers P cct,ve view showing another cm- 

with which it can be glued, for example, to a shelf. bodiment. 

The prior art label mounting apparatuses are suitable FIG - 2a and 2c are sectional views showing the vari- 

for use with shelves in warehouses, storage facilities 65 wavs the molding member in the embodiment of 

employing high shelf arrangements, and the like. How- FIGS, la -lc can be fastened to the support, 

ever, they all have the drawback that they can be ori- FIGS. 3a and 3* are perspective views showine fur- 

ented in only one direction, so that the labels can only ther embodiments. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

In FIG. la t a label mounting apparatus in accordance 
with a first embodiment of the present invention in- 5 
eludes a carrier 1 and a molding member 2 on which the 
carrier 1 is adjustably mounted. The carrier 1 is shown 
in its vertical position. The transparent front wall 11 of 
carrier 1 is connected in one piece with the rear wall 12 
of carrier 1 by way of a flexible movement-permitting 10 
portion 111 configured as a film hinge. In the region of 
portion 111, approximately at a right angle to the front 
wall 11, a continuous guide strip 112 is provided to 
serve as a support for a bar-code scanning wand (not 
illustrated). " 15 

An edge strip 121 which grippingly overlaps the free 
upper edge 113 of front wall 11 is provided at the upper 
end of rear wall 12. Webs 122 and 123 project from rear 
wall 12 at almost a right angle to the rear wall. The free 
ends of webs 122 and 123 are angled to provide detent 20 
tabs 1221 and 1231. Detent tabs 1221 and 1231 are en : 
gaged in detent grooves 21 and 22 formed in molding 
member 2. Molding member 2 is held at support 3 (such 
as a shelf) by way of a layer of adhesive 4. To better fix 
it, the bottom wall of molding member 2 is provided 25 
with an extension 23. This extension 23 is bent at its free 
end 23' and thus grips underneath the associated edge of 
support 3. 

Front wall 11 of carrier 1 can be folded outward so 
that a label 50 can be inserted or removed from the 30 
pocket 5 formed between front wall 11 and rear wall 12. 
Label 50 may, for example, depict the price and other 
information about items (not illustrated) positioned on 
support 3. The label 50 may also include a bar code (not 
illustrated) that is located near guide strip 112 when 35 
label 50 is deposited in the pocket 5. 

Carrier 1 may be made by extrusion of polyvinyl 
chloride. An inherent characteristic of the extrusion 
process is that extruded surfaces may have tiny horizon- 
tal grooves. As a result, the inner and outer surfaces of 40 
front wall 11 may not be optically flat over the regions 
of the bar codes (e.g., adjacent guide strip 112). These 
minute grooves may cause irregular reflections from the 
inner and outer surfaces of wall 11 as the bar codes are 
scanned, such irregular reflections corresponding to 45 
"noise" and causing a deterioration in the reading rate 
and accuracy. German patent application P 39 14 319.8, 
filed Apr. 29th, 1989, teaches that these irregular reflec- 
tions can be reduced by mechanically treating the outer 
surface to provide a very slight degree of roughness — 50 
what might be called "microroughness." However the 
German application also teaches that a special composi- 
tion may be used for the transparent polyvinyl chloride 
to reduce irregular reflections; this composition is pref- 
erably used for the polyvinyl chloride that is extruded 55 
as front wall 11, An example of a suitable composition is 
as follows: 100 parts by weight of polyvinyl chloride 
having a K value of 57; two parts by weight of tin stabi- 
lizer; 1.5 parts by weight polymethyl methacrylate as a 
flow modifier; and 1.2 parts by weight of a sliding agent 60 
mixture of fatty alcohols, wax esters, and oxidized poly- 
ethylene. 

In the upper region of rear wall 12, following grip- 
ping edge 121, a cover strip 124 with a flexible portion 
is provided. In the illustrated embodiment, strip 124 65 
sealingly lies against the upper wall 31 of support 3. 

FIG. lb shows the carrier 1 in a different angular 
position. The detent tab 1221 now engages in detent 



104 

4 

groove 24 at the lower arm 26 of molding member 2. 
All other reference numerals correspond to those of 
FIG. 1. In FIG. lb, carrier is inclined upwardly by 
approximately 30* compared to the illustration in FIG. 
la. In this way. one and the same carrier can be used to 
identify the material on shelves near the floor by reveal- 
ing their inscriptions without the viewer having to bend 
down to see the inscriptions. 

FIG. 1c shows the reverse of the detent engagement 
shown in FIG. lb. Now, detent tab 1221 engages detent 
groove 22 of lower arm 26 of molding member 2. How- 
ever, detent tab 1231 engages the front detent groove 25 
of upper arm 27. In this way, an angular position of 
approximately 30° relative to the initial position shown 
in FIG. la is achieved. Labels placed into receiving 
pocket 5 can thus be read if the carrier 1 is positioned 
above eye level. 

FIG. Id shows a special embodiment of a carrier 
member 2' which, in contrast to the above-described 
examples, no longer has a U-shaped profile but instead a 
profile which corresponds to the letter C. The arms 26' 
and 27' of the C have detent grooves 51-57 on their 
exterior surfaces to latchingly engage the detent tabs 
1221 and 1231. The embodiment of FIG. Id has more 
possible variations in angular position than the above 
described embodiment of FIGS, la to lc In all cases, 
coverage of space 6 required by molding member 2 is 
ensured by flexible sealing strip 124. 

FIGS. 2a-2c show various fastening possibilities for 
molding member 2. For example, FIG. 2a shows a 
screw 7 which, depending on the location of use, may 
be a wood screw or a metal screw. FIG. 2b shows a 
latching clip 8 which engages support 3 through an 
opening 32 and grips behind this opening with its detent 
sleeves 81 and 82 so as to provide a holcf FIG. 2c shows 
a fastening shaft 9 connected directly to molding mem- 
ber 2 and inserted, for example, into a groove 33 in a 
wooden support 3'. 

In the embodiment of FIG. la t only one fastening 
web 122' projects from rear wall 12 of carrier 1'. This 
fastening web 122' is provided with a plurality of raised 
detents 1222', 1223', 1224' and 1225' at its interior sur- 
face 1221', These raised detents provide detent grooves 
A, B, C, D and E which, in turn, serve as detent engage- 
ments for the lower corner of support 3". 

The long arm O of an L-shaped molding member F is 
fixed to support 3" by way of, for example, adhesive 
tape. The short L-arm G grips over the associated 
upper wall 31 of support 3". The L-shaped molding 
member F is articulated, by way of a continuous strip H 
having a flexible portion, with the upper edge of rear 
wall 12. The lower corner of support 3 provides a de- 
tent which engages in one of the detent grooves A, B, 
C, D, or E, depending on the selected angular position 
for carrier 1', and retains the carrier 1' in the selected 
position. 

FIG. 36 shows a variation on the embodiment of 
FIG. 3a. Detents J, K, and L are provided at the lower 
free end M of an L-shaped molding member F. A detent 
arm N extending from rear wall 12 terminates in an 
enlarged portion having a detent groove XI. 

It will be understood that the above description of the 
present invention is susceptible to various modifica- 
tions, changes, and adaptations, and the same are in- 
tended to be comprehended within the meaning and 
range of equivalents of the appended claims. 

What I claim is: 
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1. An apparatus for mounting a label on a support, 
comprising: 

a molding member connected to the support, the 
molding molding having first means for providing 
a plurality of molding detents; and 5 

a carrier mounted on the molding member, the car- 
rier having a rear wall with a bottom portion and 
an upper edge, a transparent front wall with a bot- 
tom portion that is connected to the bottom portion 
of the rear wall, and a pocket between the front and 10 
rear walls for receiving the label, the carrier addi- 
tionally having second means extending from the 
rear wall for providing at least one carrier detent 
which is selectively engageable with one of the 
molding detents so as to selectively set the carrier 15 
at one of a plurality of angles, and a strip which is 
connected to the upper edge of the rear wall and 
which extends over the molding member to the 
support, the strip being made in one piece with the 
rear wall and having a flexible portion. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second 
means comprises a plurality of webs extending from the 
rear wall of the carrier, and detent tabs on the webs, 
wherein the molding member comprises a back wall 2 $ 
which is connected to the support, and wherein the first 
means of the molding member comprises two side walls 
extending from the bottom wall at spaced-apart posi- 
tions, the side walls having grooves which constitute 
the molding detents, the side walls and back wall of the 30 
molding member being generally U-shaped in cross-sec- 
tion. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second 
means comprises a plurality of webs extending from the 
rear wall of the carrier, and detent tabs on the webs, 35 
wherein the molding member comprises a base portion 
which is connected to the support, and wherein the first 
means of the molding member comprises two arcuate 
side walls extending from the base portion at spaced- 
apart positions, the side walls having grooves which 40 
constitute the molding detents. 



4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the strip covers 
the molding member when the carrier is at any of the 
plurality of angles. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the molding 
member comprises a wall which is mounted on the 
support, the wall having top and bottom ends, wherein 
the first means of the molding member comprises an- 
other wall which is connected to the wall at the bottom 
end thereof, the molding detents being disposed at 
spaced apart positions on the another wall, wherein the 
second means of the carrier comprises an arm extending 
from the rear wall of the carrier and terminating in the 
at least one carrier detent, and wherein the strip is con- 
nected to the top end of the wall of the molding mem- 
ber. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the bottom por- 
tions of the front and rear walls of the carrier are con- 
nected in the manner of a hinge, wherein the front wall 
of the carrier has a free upper edge, wherein the rear 
wall has an upper edge, and wherein the carrier further 
comprises a cover attached to the upper edge of the rear 
wall, the cover extending grippingly over the free edge 
of the front wall. 

7. An apparatus for mounting a label on a support 
having a lower corner, comprising: 

a molding member which is connected to the support, 
the molding member having a top end: 

a strip connected to the top end of the molding mem- 
ber, the strip having a flexible portion; and 

a carrier having a rear wall with a bottom end and 
with a top end that is connected to the strip, a 
transparent front wall with a bottom end that is 
connected to the bottom end of the rear wall, and 
a pocket between the front and rear walls for re- 
ceiving the label, the carrier additionally having an 
arm extending from the rear wall, and means car- 
ried by the arm for providing a plurality of carrier 
detents which are selectively engageable with the 
lower corner of the support so as to selectively set 
the carrier at one of a plurality of angles. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A changeable copy sign assembly comprising a plurality 
of wafers each bearing a single indicium on a relatively 
opaque background. The wafers and a backing strip are 
removeably retained to a face plate of the assembly at 
an elongated, window-like opening, and the backing 
strip comprises opaque makings for preventing the leak- 
age of light between adjacent wafers. 

6 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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SIGN ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to sign assem- 3 
blies, and more particularly to backlighted, changeable 
copy, sign assemblies. 

Backlighted sign assemblies are often used as menu 
boards in restaurants, delicatessens or cafeterias. They 
can also be used as directory boards in apartment or 1U 
office buildings. A light source within the assembly 
directs light through a face plate of the assembly, illumi- 
nating indicia on the face plate but leaving relatively 
dark a background area surrounding the indicia. Such 
assemblies offer an attractive and stylish manner of 15 
displaying information constituting a pre-arranged se- 
quence of indicia 

Information, such as menu items or tenant names, can 
be silk-screened onto custom strips which arc often used 
with such assemblies. The strips are removeably re- 20 
tained to the assembly at an elongated window-like 
opening on the face plate. However, because the infor- 
mation presented on such boards frequently must be 
changed, the time and expense necessary in preparing 
such strips makes reliance on their use inconvenient. 25 

The use of a multiplicity of individual wafers in con- 
nection with such assemblies is referred to as change- 
able copy. Each wafer bears at least one indicium, such 
as an individual letter, and a multiplicity of wafers can 
be combined to present the desired information. How- 30 
ever, the use of such wafers on sign assemblies having 
the window-like openings necessary to accommodate 
custom strips results in undesirable light leakage be- 
tween adjacent wafers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a simple solution to 
the problem of light leakage in backlighted, changeable 
copy, sign assemblies. The sign assembly has an elon- 
gated window-like opening, allowing the use of custom 40 
strips when available or desirable. 

To provide changeable copy, the device comprises a 
removeable backing strip which is retained to the face 
plate at the window-like opening. Wafers are retained 
to the face plate in front of the backing strip. The back- 45 
ing strip includes means which prevents light leakage 
between adjacent wafers. 

Other features and advantages are inherent in the 
structure claimed and disclosed or will become appar- 
ent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed 50 
description in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a perspective of a face plate for a sign assem- 55 
bly in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary perspective show- 
ing a portion of the sign assembly; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, front view of the 60 
sign assembly; and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, sectional view taken along line 
4 — 4 of FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 65 

Referring initially to FIG. 1, indicated generally at 10 
is a backlighted, changeable copy, sign assembly in 
accordance with the present invention. Sign assembly 
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10 comprises a face plate 12 having six elongated win- 
dow-like openings 14, 14. Each opening 14 may be an 
aperture or may be a portion of face plate 12 which is 
relatively non-opaque compared to the surrounding 
portions of the face plate. 

In sign assembly 10, face plate 12 is positioned in front 
of a light source 15, such as a fluorescent tube (FIG. 4). 
Light source 15 directs light forwardly through open- 
ings 14, 14 on face plate 12. 

An elongated backing strip 20 is retained to face plate 
12 at an opening 14. Backing strip 20 is preferably made 
of a clear flexible plastic and comprises a series of lateral 
markings 24, 24 which are relatively opaque. As shown 
in FIG. 2, lateral edges 25, 25 of adjacent markings 24, 
24 are separated by equal distances along the length of 
backing strip 20. 

Face plate 12 comprises rails 26, 26 which project in 
front of face plate 12 and extend along the length of 
each opening 14. Rails 26, 26 retain backing strip 20 to 
face plate 12. Each rail 26 has upper and lower longitu- 
dinal edges 29, 29. As seen more clearly in FIG. 4, each 
rail 26 defines a slot 28 adjacent the longitudinal edge of 
opening 14. 

Backing strip 20 has longitudinal edges 21 21 which 
fit within slots 28, 28. Backing strip 20 slides within 
these slots along the length of opening 14, across face 
plate 12, and into or out of contact with rails 26, 26 at an 
open end 40 of slots 28, 28 (FIG. 2). 

Where longitudinal backing strip 20 is retained to 
face plate 12 at an opening 14, markings 24, 24 on back- 
ing strip 20 extend laterally across opening 14, dividing 
the opening into a series of custom openings 30, 30. 
Each custom opening 30 has lateral edges defined by 
lateral edges 25, 25 of adjacent opaque markings 24, 24, 
and a length determined by the distance between those 
lateral edges. All custom openings 30, 30 are of equal 
length. 

One embodiment of sign assembly 10 comprises a 
plurality of equally-sized wafers 32, 32, each preferably 
constructed of flexible plastic. Each wafer 32 bears a 
single indicium 34 comprising a single alphanumeric 
character. Wafer 32 has a pair of side edges 35, 35 and 
top and bottom edges 36, 37, respectively. The distance 
between side edges 35, 35 is greater than the length of a 
custom opening 30, and the distance between top and 
bottom edges 36, 37 is greater than the vertical or lateral 
distance between the nearest edges 29, 29 of adjacent 
rails 26, 26, Each wafer 32 comprises a background 38 
which is relatively opaque compared to the wafers 
indicium 34. 

Wafers 32, 32 are attached to face plate 12 at custom 
openings 30, 30 in either of two ways. Wafer 32 may be 
flexed along its height (i.e. its dimension in the lateral 
direction of the sign assembly), and top and bottom 
wafer edges 36, 37 inserted into slots 28, 28 between 
backing strip 20 and rails 26, 26. Or, wafer 32 may be 
attached to face plate 12 without being flexed by posi- 
tioning the wafer at open ends 40, 40 of slots 28, 28 and 
sliding the wafer longitudinally along rails 26, 26 across 
face plate 12. Each wafer 32 is then retained to the face 
plate by those rails. 

Wafers 32, 32 are retained adjacent one another along 
the length of opening 14, as illustrated in FIG, 4. Oppo- 
site side edges 35, 35 of each wafer 32 are positioned in 
front of adjacent markings 24, 24. These markings are 
relatively opaque compared to indicium 34 on the wa- 
fer, and the opaque markings prevent the leakage of 
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light from behind backing strip 20 forwardly between 
adjacent wafers 32, 32. 

Each wafer 32 can be removed from face plate 12 by 
sliding it longitudinally across face plate 12 beyond 
open ends 40, 40 of slots 28, 28. 

The desired information is displayed on sign assembly 
10 by retaining to face plate 12 a sequence of wafers 32, 
32 comprising the individual indicia 34, 34 necessary to 
form that information. In FIG. 1, for example, a se- 
quence of wafers 32, 32 comprising the individual let- 
ters necessary to form the words "LUNCH MENU" 
have been adjacently retained to face plate 12. Price or 
suite number information can be formed using wafers 
comprising individual numbers. 

In many instances, it will not be necessary to utilize 
each custom opening 30 to display the desired informa- 
tion. Each unnecessary custom opening 30 and each 
custom opening 30 between words may be covered 
with a blank, not shown. Such blanks do not comprise 20 
any indicia, and are sized and constructed to block the 
passage of light through one or more custom openings. 
Each blank can be removeably retained to face plate 12 
at one or more custom openings 30, 30 in the same 25 
manner as is a custom strip or wafer. Each blank is 
positioned so that markings 24, 24 on backing strip 20 
prevent light leakage between the blank and adjacent 
blanks or wafers. 

The foregoing detailed description is provided for 30 
clearness of understanding only, and no unnecessary 
limitations should be understood therefrom, as modifi- 
cations will be obvious to those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 

1. A backlighted sign assembly comprising: 

at least one face plate, said face plate comprising at 
least one elongated window-like opening; 

retaining means for removeably retaining a custom 
strip of information to said face plate at said win- 
dow-like opening when use of such a custom strip 
is desired; 

a removable backing strip; 

said retaining means for removeably retaining said 
backing strip to said face plate at said window-like 45 
opening when use of changeable copy is desired; 

at least two wafers, each wafer comprising a back- 
ground and at least one indicium; 

said background of each of said wafers being rela- 
tively opaque compared to said indicium, 50 
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said retaining means for adjacently retaining said 
wafers to said face plate at said window-like open- 
ing; and 

means on said backing strip for preventing the leak- 
age of light from behind said backing strip for- 
wardly between said adjacent wafers. 

2. A sign assembly as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
means on said backing strip for preventing the leakage 
of light comprises: 

means for defining, in said window-like opening, at 
least one custom opening for lesser length than the 
length of said window-like opening. 

3. A sign assembly as recited in claim 2, wherein said 
means on said backing strip for defining said custom 
opening comprises: 

at least two markings; 

each of said markings being relatively opaque com- 
pared to said indicium; 

said markings extending laterally across said window- 
like opening when said backing strip is removeably 
retained to said face plate; and 

the lateral edges of said markings defining the lateral 
edges of said custom openings. 

4. A sign assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein: 
said means for removeably retaining said backing 

strip comprises means mounting said backing strip 
for removal by sliding said backing strip across said 
face plate and out of contact with said retaining 
means; and 

said retaining means for said wafers comprises means 
mounting said wafers for removal by sliding said 
wafers across said face plate and out of contact 
with said retaining means. 

5. A sign assembly as recited in claim 3, wherein: 
said backing strip is made of flexible plastic; 

the indicium on at least two of said wafers comprises 

a single alphanumeric character; and 
at least two of said custom openings are of equal 

length. 

6. A sign assembly as recited in claim 5, wherein: 
said means for removeably retaining said backing 

strip comprises means mounting said backing strip 
for removal by sliding said backing strip across said 
face plate and out of contact with said retaining 
means; and 

said retaining means for said wafers comprises means 
mounting said wafers for removal by sliding said 
wafers across said face plate and out of contact 
with said retaining means. 
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